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The pregent ruin there Is terrible—enough to
gadden and humble mankind, for It s a reminder
that when nature calls up her slumbering forces
and sets them at war, man 18 but ns the Insect
that shows s gaudy wings for o dny and then
perighos,

The earth for countless ages wis rocked by
earthquakes and swept by Inconcelvable storms,;
for ages the glacler hag been grinding s way;
the earrents and (he tides of tha deep sea Tollow
thefr paths, and the notice served by them &'l Is
that man's tenure on this earih Is but al the
caprice of elements, upon the forces of which he
can put no limitations and whose movements he
enni nelther anticlpate nor turn aside,

What Rallroads Are
WRITRER In the World’s Work snys that n
A rallroad through a country ig simply a rib-
hon of elvilization. We should say that do.
pends altogether on the country. When the old
Union and Central Paciflc rallroads were hullt
through this copntry it was much more than a
ribbon, It was the linking of the east and the
west: it was the driving of the frontier back five
hundred mlles In both divectlons; It was what
took the fight out of the savage nnd made pos-
aible the planting of homes in mid-desert because
they then were only three days’ travel to sea
shore elther way,

The building of rallronds through the wilder-
ness ecan hardly be described, It changes the
face of nature: It takes awny #11 feeling of Isola-
tlon; It puts man In the desert ln divect com-
municatjon with @il his fellow men everywhers
Our country for two hundred and fitty years did
the best It could. The man In  Mpssachusetis
fought the pavage; the swiftesi communication
he had was so slow that when his son in Massa-
chusetts bade the famlily gosd-by (o go lo make
his home in western New York, I was as
though a funeral was in that home. The thought
was that perhaps the boy might some time be
seen again, but nll the chances were agalnst It
The game jonrney s now made in o night and
nothing is thought of it

As the tnen In Massachusetts fough! back the
Indians, 8o dld the men of New York; so did
the men of Ohio; sp did the men of Hiinois, and
ao the long fight went on elear across the con-
tlpent wuntll the ralltoad was opened. That
stopped all the Indian wars within five hundred
miles of the road. A man in California for twenty
yoars, nearly, was a4 month away from his friends
In the east, He hecame a different person; he
wis B0 far nway that while his particular reln
tives were willing to admit that he was a ¢lvil-
{2ed belng, they weore sure that he wos surround-
ed by barbavians. That feeling has always at-
tached b the east and the men there have not
lkknown how narrow snd provineind and small they
wre, al that very moment when they think they
nre wise and are Iooking down with commisern-
tion on the less fortunate meén In the west

There iz more civilization In one line of rail-
rad than there {8 In a thousand misslonaries;
there are more practical sesultd to human kind
In a llpe' of rallrosd thay In & century of plowing
and small manufacturing and farming—it ig the
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evangel of modern times, Itg Invention wag a
potlee to the world to right about taceée and for
ward mareh. A good many wrongs have been [n
fileted through it no plate haa capltal been more
tyrunnfeal than 1t has Deen in the management of
rallponds. At the same time, no such hoon of
mercy was ever given to man as the Inveniion
of rallroads,

The fying machine will eome after a while,
but for nll aronnd good there Is nothing (o com-
pare with o great rallroad, nnd when the fving
mpahine comes It will be, we presume, as It was
with the Indlana farmer who fought the telegraph
as slmply a chimera of a erazy man's brain, until
firally s dispatech was delivered fresh from a
town a thousand miles way, and he was asked
what he thought of that, Then his reply was
that they might run smull parcels on it, but he
still stuck to it that it never would d> for heavy
frelght,

By the way, some strenuous rallway bullding
ig bolng dono In Africn. We have a story before
us of an engineer killed in his sleep by & prowl
ing lon, an englneer who was laying out a road
through that reglon. We presume the presliient
wlil pass ovar the place in the next few months,
but we do oot expect that any lon will eatch
him asleep, And that reminds us that a Kanans
man has petitioned o accompany the president
on that journey. The president hnd better shake
him, bhecausge If he takes one wild Kansas man
with him, when Lhe sentine]l for the wild anlmale
gets one glimpse of him he will give the alarm
and there will be no wild animals on that side of
Alrioa.

But seriously speakiog o!f railroads, think
what our country would have heen had thers
been none. The Misstssippl river would still have
peen away out west and the man in Callfornla
would be looked upon by the man In the east
as was in the old days the sailor on a whale
ship who had gone off lo the Bering Sea. The
thought was he might be seen some time, but
hardly,

More through rallroads than any other agents
the Unlted States In sevenly years has advanced
fasier in the mnterial work of life nnd in the set-
tlement of a country than did any empire of the
old world in a thousand years. It Is the blessing
of the age and we wish our government, reallzing
Ita importance, would, through pure government
aid, drive one rallroad the whole length of South
America from the river Alrato up throngh the
stubborn Cordlllerss to Bogota and thence on
o Buenca Ayres, skirtivg the Andes, touching
In eastern Bolivia, making a pathway perhaps
4,000 miles long and making It possible for the
voung men of the United Statea to o thers and
make o pencenble conquest of & continent.

Be Just as Well as Generous

ONGHESE on Monday voled a greal sum for
Cthv afflieted boyond the sea. That was the

proper thing to do. But there are more
strong men In the Unlted States who are out of
work and cannol obtain employment than there
are refugees In Italy and Slelly Cannot Con.
gress be as generons Lo our own country's poor
ag to the unfortunale of other lands?

Why not gel the Idle men of a dozen eastern
sltiutes to miaking homes where now only ma.
larlous swamps exigl? Why not order the work
jusl so goon as enginecrs ean set the stakes? Ex
tend the reclamatlon aet and begin, And Lo par
them issue 500000000 In one por cent bonds,
tn be distributed and pasy from hand to hand as
money, and make them redeemnble from the pro-
cegds of the sale of the redeemed lands, o mueh
per annum. In that wony the Government would
not ultimuately be out & dollar; it wonld have
some more millions of acres of land under cultf-

vatlon, some thousands more homes as bulwarks
of the Republie.

We hear much about congerving naturel re
gources: why wot utllize a resduvee which for
ull time has not only been profitless, but & blight,
and convert it Into something that will be an im-
mense food producer?

In the bhoginning man was commanded to sub-
due and til the earth, and he was promised the
spring time and harvest, that, surely is authority
enongh for undertaking the scheme.

There are people who say L I8 not the busl
ness of the Government to provide work for the
people. But no one denles that it s the business
of the Government (o remove evory possible ab-
struetion from the pa _of the people and to ecom-
mand order and pence. Is theres any other so
sure A way to keep an earnest man peaceahle
when hungry as to supply him with work through
which to earn hig bread? It s more terrible for
a man to starve to death in this free land than
In Ialy.

Bismarck Fooled Schurz

BOOK has been pul out In the east which |s
A prineipally the reminisconces of Carl

Schurz and his Interviews with Blsmarck.
Of course, Schurz had a greal personal and na-
tional pride In Bismarck. One part deals with
Schurz meeting with Dlsmarek in 1868, Soon af-
ter Schurz reachad Berlin he learned that Bls-
marck desired to participate in his welcome. It
will be remembered that Schure left Germany in
‘48 between two days and untll he had an as-
surance from Mr, George Bancroft, the then Am-
erican minister at Berlin, that he wounld not be
molested by the police, he would not go to Ger-
many.

He met Bismarck in the chancellor's palace on
the Wilhelm Strausse, As Schurz put 1it, the
vuancellor opened a bottle of wine, lighted
huge pipe, then talked, Bismarck had been tell-
Ing Schurz how he had averted Interventlom by
France in Ausiria. Then he paosed and added:
“But we shall have that war with France any
how, Do you belleve that I loye war? 1 have
geen enough of war to abhor It profonndly, The
terrible acenes | have witnessed will never eease
to haunt my mind. I ghall never consent (o &
war that 1s avoldable, much less sesk 1t, but this
war with France will surely come. It will be
foreed upon us by the French emperor. 1 see
tirat clearly, 1 do not think he Is personally
enger for war, but rather would avoid It, but the
precuriousness of hls sltustion will drive him
to It, My ealeulallon 18 that the erisls will come
in about two years. Wa have to be ready and
of course we are. We shall win and the result
will be just the contrary of what Napoleon alms
at, the total unification of Germany oulside of
Austrin and probably Napoleon s aownfall."

Schurg's commen! on Lhis was:
help remembering that 1 was
prime minister of the crown, to whom 1 was &n
entire stranger and who knew nothlng of my
diseretion and sense of responsibility, As if we
had been confidential chume all our lives, he gave
me with apparéntly the greatest abandon and ut-
most vernclty inslde views of the fmmous oon
fliet between the crown and the Prussian parlia-
ment when, sesing the war with Austela Inevita
bly ecoming, he had without authorization, spent
milllons upon millions of the public funds upon
the army In prepatation for the great crlsis.”

That reads very stiangely coming from Carl
Sohurz, hlg wonder that Blsmarck should {alk with
him, & comparative stranger, without knowing
anything of his diseretion or his sense of respon:
sibllity, Now It geems to us that Is about the
nighest exhibition of Blamarck's genlun that we
have ever seen. ‘To underetand it we must keep
In mind that Blsmarck did not make any bones
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